
The idea for This Tour of israel came out of two trips I did there in 
2016, never having been before. I was fed up with always hearing things 
about the country and wanted to find out for myself. It was a wonderful 
surprise to see what a beautiful country it is, how cultured, attractive and 
friendly the people are and how so many nations with different religions live 
side by side in such a small land.

It is a Jewish State but the amazing combination of Jewish, Christian, 
Muslim, Roman and Syriac history (to name but a few) as well as the mix of 
contemporary cultures is a real eye-opener. There are so many things we 
don’t know about Israel. It is a revelation. After my time there I wanted to 
share it with my friends. 

This tour is the result. 

What kind of tour is this?
This twelve-day tour will be relaxed and easy-going. We stay in hotels chosen 
carefully for their comfort and location with views of the surrounding landscape 
and the sea. 

We will have an English-speaking guide, recommended by my Israeli cousin  
who is helping me plan the trip and will be with us all the way. He has interesting 
friends with particular knowledge who will join us at various points. And we will 
get the chance to meet people from the different minorities including Druze  
and Syriac. We may also visit the West Bank.
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Transport and meals
We will travel with our own bus to the most beautiful sites of historical and 
religious importance in the Holy Land as well as nature reserves, hills and moun-
tains. We will have picnics in the landscape and dinners at restaurants where the 
cuisine is highly recommended. The food in Israel really is especially good.

Flights and weather
We fly British Airways leaving Heathrow in the 
afternoon and arriving in the evening. Israel is 
2 hours ahead and the weather in October and 
November is warm but not too hot. 

Wildlife
It is also the time of year when massive bird 
migrations occur: birds leave Europe for Africa  
at this time and stop off in Israel. We will be at  
the Hula Nature Reserve to see the birds including cranes, pelicans, and other 
wildlife. We will hear all about them from the people who know.  

Jerusalem
The plan is to start our tour 
in the ancient city of 
Jerusalem and stay in the 
wonderful Mount Zion  
Hotel for four nights. This 
old hotel has a fascinating 
history and is beautifully 
furnished in the Ottoman 
style. It is high up on a hill 

with magnificent views of the 
city with terraced gardens, Turkish baths and  
a swimming pool among its many facilities. 

From here we will visit the Holy 
Sepulchre, the Western Wall, the 
Dome of the Rock, the Mount  
of Olives and the many ancient 
biblical sites as well as the 

winding alleys and cobbled streets of the old city where Jews, Christians, Muslims, 
Armenians, Syriacs and others live side by side. We will end our stay in Jerusalem 
at Yad Vashem, the overwhelming memorial to the victims of the Holocaust.
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The Galilee
Then we head off to Masada, Ein Gedi waterfall and 
then the Dead Sea with its healing mineral salts, 
ending up on the shores of the Sea of Galilee where  
we stay three nights in the kibbutz village of Ginosar. 

Here our accomm-
odation will be in 
wooden huts with 
all mod cons and we 
can walk straight 
into Lake Tiberius 
(Galilee) and swim 
in this freshwater 
lake where Jesus 
walked on the water. 

From this base we can walk along the 
Jordan River, see the date harvest, and 
spend time in the Hula Nature Reserve. 
We can visit Magdala, the newly exca-
vated village of Mary Magdalene and 
other sites associated with Jesus. Then  
to the stunning Golan Heights and 
Mount Hermon. The Golan are only one 
hour’s drive from Beirut and Damascus. 

Crusaders, Templars, Romans
Our drive back from the North will take us 
past Nazareth and across the Valley of Arma-
geddon where, according to the Old Testament, 
the final battle between good and evil will be 
fought. We will stop at Acre (Akko) where the 
Crusaders and Knights Templar built their 
fortresses. Hercules was here as well as Saladin, 
and Marco Polo on his way to meet Kublai 
Khan. We can visit Caesarea too, a once great 
Roman port with a wealth of history, on the shores of the Mediterranean.
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Modern Israel
Finally we arrive in the city of Telaviv, known for its architecture as the White City, 
to experience modern Israel. We stay in the Crowne Plaza hotel on the beach for 
the last four nights of this tour of Israel. Here we will get a taste of beach life - very 
much a part of living in Telaviv. We can swim in the sea, the pool or simply enjoy 
the view of the turquoise Mediterranean. We can walk to the old port of Jaffa from 
here or take a bike ride to the trendy flea market and arty shops. We can stroll 
through the bustling Karmel market where the delights of hummus are to be 
found in its very own hummus temple, and where every kind of fruit, nuts,  
spices and the best halva in the world are on display. 

Art & Architecture
The finest art galleries and examples of modern architecture in Israel are here in 
Telaviv. There are streets full of houses built in the Bauhaus style of architecture 
from the thirties when the emigration of Jews escaping Nazi persecution from 
Germany began in earnest. 
The Telaviv Museum of Art has an 
exciting new contemporary art 
gallery, and its collection of 
impressionist and post-impressionist 
art is the largest I’ve ever seen. 
Choose what you want to do here in 
Telaviv or just flop out on the beach.

Conclusion
I hope this description gives you a  
general feel for this trip. It will be a once  
in a lifetime experience of Israel’s history, 
landscape, culture, and wildlife with some 
fun added surprises along the way. This is 
a trip for friends and friends of friends.  
I do not advertise. 

Over the years I have had the pleasure of 
taking many small groups all over Russia, 
Siberia and the Caucasus. Each journey 
has been an unforgettable adventure.  
I am looking forward to sharing this  
Israeli adventure with you.

Israel is expensive but really worth it.  
It is a safe country, contrary to what you 
may have heard. I felt safe and secure at  
all times while there.
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Price: 
The price for this trip is £3050.00 per person. This includes all flights, 
accommodation, transport, guide, entrance fees, and all meals apart from lunches 
which may be picnics at picturesque sites. There is a single supplement charge of 
£300 for a double-bedded room. All you need bring is spending money for drinks, 
souvenirs, and tips for the guide and driver at the end of the trip.
 
Booking:
I would appreciate you letting me know if you are interested in coming by the end 
of May. You will need to send us a deposit of £500 to secure your place on the tour.

If you are interested in booking, a detailed day by day itinerary will be sent to  
you plus useful tips on what to bring with you, what to pack, the language, 
currency etc.

You will need to take out your own travel insurance including cancellation cover. 

You can pay by cheque to HowardRussia or by bank transfer (BACS) to:

 Account name: HowardRussia
 Bank: HSBC
 Sort code: 40-22-07
 Account no: 91368265

We need to be paid in pounds sterling (GBP) and we cannot accept credit cards.

Please contact me if you have any questions regarding the tour.

 email: frances@gothicimage.co.uk

 office: 01458 831281

 mobile: 07919898637

 address: Frances Howard-Gordon, c/o Gothic Image, 
 7 High St, Glastonbury, Somerset BA6 9DP

 

mailto:frances%40gothicimage.co.uk?subject=Beauty%20of%20Israel%20Tour

